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ORiGINAL COMMUNCATIONS. 

FOR THE GOSPED ADVOCATE. 
EXAMINATION 

Of a Sermon preached in Chenango, N. Y. 

by Josiah Keycs, of the Methodist connezion, 

in vindication of the doctrine of the eternity 
of future punishment, by J. B. SHannon. 

[Continued from page 341.) 





Mr. Key's first proposition is, ‘‘ some sinners | 


do dia in their sins.’ Here I remark. Ist. 
that, although [ am @ Universalist. yet I be- 
lieve that more sinners die in their sins than 
Mr. Keys. Where he uses the phrase * some 
die,” &c. I should say, all die, in their sins. 
See Ezekiel, chap. xviii. 4th: ‘ The soul 
that sinneth it shall die.’ 
but this means‘natural death. 
know, sir! Is it not a fact, thet a// men die a 
temporal death? If so, what is the use of the 
word sinneth? That it has reference to mora' 
death may be shown from the context. See 
5th verse: * Butif a man be just and do that 
which is lawful, and right, &c. he shall! surely 
live saith the Lord God,” verse 9th. If I 
should ask Mr. Keyes, if one soul that dies in 
sin will ever live an holy life again? = { think 
he would answer with much assurance, No! 
But God declares that if those who are dead, 
do that which is Jawful and right, they shall 
live. If a man doth live in the righteousness 
which he hath done ; friend Keys must admit, 
that it means moral life; and if the wicked 
die in their sins, it means the reverse, which 
is moral death. This is evident, as life and 
death are contrasted throughout the whole of 
this chapter. That all sinners die in their 
sins, yet, that the same may live again, is a 
fact. See verses 20th and 2Ist: ** The soul 
that sinneth it shall die. The son shall not 
bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall 
the father bear the iniquity of the son. The 
righteousness of the righteous shall be upon 
him ; and the wickedness of the wicked sliall 
be upon him; but if the wicked will turn 
from all the sins that he hath committed, and 
keep all my statutes, and do'that which is 
lawful and right, he shall surely five, he shall 
notdie.” Yes, so true as God has said, “all 
have sinned ;. and the soul that sinneth shall 
die ;” so certain it is, that all men do die in 
sin. The reason that St. Paul gave, why 
Christ died for all, waz, that all were dead. 


Yes, says Mr. K. | 
How do you | 


| The 3d chapter of Ezekiel, which Mr. Keyes 
{ quotes, has not an individual application, but 
| a national one. It would be nonsense to say 
toa living man, you shall live, or to a dead 
one, you shall die. It is expressly said, that 
God set the prophet a watchman to the House 
| of israel. Though Israel was dead in sin, 
yet they had not experienced the great nation- 
| al death which fell on them at the destructioti 
| of Jerusalem See Levit. chapter vi. 34th : 
“And they that are left of you shall pine 
away in your iniquity in the enemits’ land ; 
| also im the iniquity of your fathers shall. y¢ 

pime away with them.” Now, kind reader, 
| please to turn to Ezekiel, chap. xi. 11th, and 
| you will find that Ezekiel was commanded to 
| go to the people of the captivity, to whom he 
delivered his message. Hence, you see that 
pining away in iniquity, &c. means a state of 
captivity. ‘Phe captivity and calamity which 
took place in the days of the prophet Ezekiel, 
was hardly to be compared with the captivity 
and destruction when Jerusalem was de: - 
ed. The pegple were informed that the only 
way to escape this calamity ,was to turn from 
their idolatry, &e. Ithink, if Mr. K. could 
prove that all who die in sin, go to an eternal, 
endless hell, he would find himself in as awful 
ja dilemma as his wicked neighbours. Paul 
| tells his Ephesian brethren, that they were 
| dead in trespasses and sins; yet they were 
quickened, that is, made alive. But Mr. K. 
is not of thisopinion. He supposes that men 
will die a spiritual death,—totally. See ser- 
mon, page 5-6. As I do not recollect of any 
statement in the scriptures, where it is said 
that the spirit dies; 1 think it falls on Mr. K. 
to prove this statement, or confess it errone- 
ous. ‘Ihe scripture declares that the spirit 
returns to God who. gave it.—Eccl, xij. 7th. 
think my opponent would not be willing te 
admit, that God either gives or receives dead 
spirits. Ifthe spirit dies, and the flesh is also 
dead ; 1 would ask Mr. K. how there can be 
a warfare in the human breast?’ St. Paul tells 
us, that at the same time that the body was 
dead because of sin, he served God in the 
spir:t.—Romans, i. 10th. Friend K. quotes 
John viii. 24th : “* Then said Jesus unto them, 
I go my way, and ye shall die in your sins.” 
Mr. K. Remarks, that “the death here de- 
scribed could not have been spirjtual death ; 
because the instant the man refysed to take 
warning he became spirityglly..derd.” 11 
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seems, according to this statement of my op- 
ponent, that he believes that all men die a 
spiritual death. He adds ‘*that when the crea: 
ture refused to believe, he became spiritually 
dead.” Very well; but it seems, sir, that you 
have lost sight of your creed, which says;— 
* All men, by the fall, lost communion with 
God, and died death temporal, spiritual and 
eternal in Adam.” If this be true, how can 
@ man, on refusing to believe, become spiritu- 
ally dead! Unless a dead man can die, there 
is no possibility of any man’s dying on refu- 
sing to believe thetruth. If men die the tree 
fold death in Adam, as our limitarian brethren 
preach ; I wish to be informed, how any man 
can become more dead! Mr. K quotes 2nd 
Pet. ii. 12th: ‘But these, as natural brute 
beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak 
ovil of the things that they understand not, 
and shall utterly perish in their own corrup- 
tion.” Upon this text, Mr, K. remarks as 
follows: “The word perish, whenever used 
in scripture, signifies death temporal, or spi 
itual, or eternal, to say the least; it here sig 
nifies temporal death. The Apostle says tney 
shall utterly perish in their own corruption, 
that is totally and finally. If this is true they 
must die in their sins.” Here I remark, that 
as death eternal is not to be found in the 
scriptures, | am under no obligation to be- 
lieve it. 1 think that Mr. K. ought first to 
have proved that such a death exists, instead 
of taking it for granted, and endeavouring to 


palm it upon the world with a ‘ Thus saith 


the Lord.” Suppose it means temporal death, 
it would only prove that men wholly or totally 
die. Whoever will examine the context, will 
find that Peter was encouraging and consoling 
his persecuted brethren, by informing them 
that those who troubled them could not cease 
from sin, and should receive the reward of 
unrighteousness. Still it is said in scripture 
that ** Jesus shall-make an end of sin.” —Dan. 
ix. 24th. Consequently, when this is done, 
they will cease from sin. These characters, 
that utterly perish in their own corruption, are 
the accursed children that we read of in Deut. 
xxviii. 22d: Pet. ii. 14. I now say once for 
all, if Mr. K. is prepared to prove that any 
part of the punishment inflicted upon those 
cursed children, is to take place in eternity ; 
I shall then, and not till then, acknowledge that 
I am wrong, and propagating false doctrine. 

As we have proved that al/ mea die in their 
sins, instead of.some men; unless Mr. K. 
prove the reverse, it will necessarily follow, 
that if those who die in sin, go to punishment, 
and their punishment is eternal, all, without 
exception, will be endlessly lost. Perhaps, 
Mr. K. will favour us with another evidence 
of his integrity in favour of his favourite doc- 
trine of endlesswo/ + If so, we shall be hear 
tily willing to give him a re-hearing at any 
ime he may think best. 











Mr K. proves that some die in their sins by 
adverting to the case of the Antideluvians, 
Sodomites, &c. But why labour to prove 
that which every one acknowledges to be true? 
Again: ** How many times has the drunkard, 
in attempting to reel from the tavern to his 
dwelling, landed in eternity! In how many 
instancés have men laid violent hands upon 
themselves, and taken their own Jives!” All 
this we admit; but what has this to do with 
endless misery! Speaking of the assassin 
being killed, the moment he was about to 
murder his neighbour, tie adds—* Those per- 
sous died in the act of wickedness. ‘Fhe cir- 
cumstances of the death of some of them, cut 
them off from the possibility of repentance.” 
| would ask Mr. K. if he will risk his arga- 
ments on the supposition, that the Antidelu- 
vians and Sodumuites will be eternally lost? 
On this ground, no doubt if any. We will 
now spend a few moments in investigating 
this subject. 

Ist. I'he old world which was once drowned 
is to be saved. See Peter, 3d chapter :—* For 
Christalso hath once suffered for sins, the just 
for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, 
being put to death in the flesh, but quickened 
by the spirit; by the which. he went and 
preached to the spirits in prison, which some- 
time were disobedient, &c.”” Who were those 


| who were sometime disobedient. (not eternally 


so,) when once the long-suffering of God wait- 
ed in the days of Noah? Here I would in- 
quire. what did Christ preach to those Ante- 
deluvians? Perhaps Mr. K. would answer— 
Endless Wo! But what would he preach this 
doctrine for? To pfeach 1s to teach ; and to 
teach supposes the party taught to be ignorant. 
Were the Antideluvians ignorant of the dura- 
tion of their punishment? No, says Mr. K. 
Did they know why they were punished ? Ans. 
No. Did Christ preach to them for their good? 
Certainly not. But what does Peter say he 
preached to them for? Answer, ‘* That they 
might be judged according to men in the flesh, 
but live according to God in the spirit. It 
appears that Christ went up and down in the 
earth doing good. Paul says, God is the same 
to-day, yesterday, and forever. If so, [ think 
he must have went to the Antideluvians to do 
them good ; and it is blasphemy to say the re- 
verse. Mr. K. supposes those who have been 
swept from the face of the earth in their sins, 
to be cut off from the possibility of repentance. 
If so, Christ preached to them that they might 
live according to God in the spirit, without 
repentance. Mr. K. will now say, that there 
is no proof of any man’s being delivered from 
death in another world ;—that Peter meant, 
that Christ preached through Noah tothe An- 
tedeluvians, &c. In reply to this, I remark, 
Ist, St. Paul, Heb. ii. 15th, says: ‘ Foras- 
much, then, as the children are partakers of 
flesh and blood, he (Christ) also took part of 
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the same, that, through death, he might de- 
strey him that had the power of death, that is 
the devil; and deliver them, who, through 
fear of death, were all their lifetime subject 
tobondage.” As Mr. K. supposes there can 
be no alteration for the better in another world, 
I would ask him, where Christ will deliver 
those spoken of in the above text? It will 
not do to answer, tn this life; for they who 
are all their lifetime subject to bondage, can- 
not be delivered in this life; for that would 
prove, that they were not in bondage all their 
life time, that is, to their latest breath There- 
fore, they will be brought to live, according 
to God in the spirit, in another world. 

2d. Does Peter say that Christ preached 
through Noah? No, certainly not. * Christ 
being put to death in the flesh, but quickened 
by thespirit, by which, he (Christ) went and 
preached to those which were some time dis- 
obedient in the day of Noah.” The plain 
obvious fact is, that afier Christ was crucified, 
he went, as the spiritual head of every man, 
and proclaimed “glad tidings of great joy 
which shall be unto all people ;” to those de- 
parted spirits. 
prisoners have expanded with jcy, love and 





How must the hearts of those | 


gratitude at the appearance of this heavenly | 


visitant! How must they have exclaimed— 
“ Blest Jesus, what delicious fare! 
How sweet thy entertainments are ; 
Never did angels taste above, 
Redeeming grace and gentle love.” 

As it regards the Sodomites, it is only ne- 
cessary to add at this time, that God hath said 
they shall be restored. See Ezekiel, chap. xvi. 
53d-63d. I shall not transcribe the whole 
chapter here, but wish the reader to examine 
for himself. Notwithstanding God punished 
them for their wickedness, he declares, ‘* Ne- 
vertheless, I will remember my covenant with 
thee in the days of thy youth, and will estab- 
lish unto thee an everlasting covenant: then 
thou shalt remember thy ways, and be asha- 
med, (not damned,) when thou shalt receive 
thy sisters, thine elder, and thy younger; and 
I will give them unto thee for daughters but 
not by the covenant: (that is of works:) and 
I will establish my covenant with thee; and 
thou shalt know that Iam the Lord: that 
thou mayest remember and be confounded, 
and never more open thy mouth, because of 
thy shame when | am pacified toward thee for 
all thou hast dune, saith the Lord God.” 

Mr. K. inquires how a drunkard can repent 
in a fit of intoxication? In my turn I would 
ask, how the drunkard will obtain his liquor 
toget drunk? lf he has none he cannot get 
intoxicated ; therefore he may reform. 

Again: my opponent inquires, ‘‘ how the 

ifmurderer can repent?’ and then answers 
-—‘tit cannot be,” &c. But I would ask if 
Paul has not said, that the “ Gifts and calling 
of God are without repentance ?”—Rom. xi. 


| 
| 





29th. Though it is said, (in the present 
tense,) **that 90 murderer hath etérnal life 
abiding in him ;” yetit is said “ his lifeis hid 
with Christ in God.” 

I have now passed through Mr. K.’s argu- 
ments under his Ist proposition, and submit 
the result of my examination to an enlighten- 
ed publick. It is true | have said nothing on 
the agency of man—spoken of by my oppo- 
nent—because it isa matter of indifference 
with me at present. 

1 must be pardoned here, for mentioning 
one more clause on page 4th. Ile states, “it 
is possible for sizners to continue on, ina 
course of revellion and die in the very act of 
wickedness; and noman can prove that this 
will not be the case.’* According to Mr. K.’s 
reasoning ; he either must say it is possible for 
all men to be saved, and it cannot be proved, 
that that which is possible to be done, will not. 
be done; or turn Calvinist, and say it is tm- 
possible for all mankind to be saved ; therefore 
they will not be. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
|__| 
FOR. THE GUSPEL ADVOCATE, 
REMARKS 
ON 1ST KINGS, XVIII, 21. 
BY N. DOOLITTLE. 
NO. °2. 

IJaving in *a former number noticed, in a 
very brief manner, the character of false gods, 
and their prophets,—their doctrines, and the 
effect of their doctrines; we design in this 
communication to notice Ist, the character of 
the true God, who is the blessed and only Po- 
tentate—the King of kings, and Lord of lords, 
who only hath immortality, &c. 2nd. TLe 
character of his prophets or teachers—speak 
of some of their doctrines, and notice their 
glorious and happy effect when received into 
the minds of the children of men. 

When finite mortals raise their minds to 
contemplate the periections of Jehovah—that 
Being of beings who, from the confusion of 
chaos, caused the universe in order, in beau- 
ty and grandeur to arise; they are lost in 
wonder. ‘The imagination, after its sublimest 
flight, will return weary and unsatisfied from 
the boundless and incomprehensible field ; 
for none, by searching, can: find out God to 
perfection. Being self-existent, and the cause 
of all existence, he must be independent and 
infinite in all his attributes, ‘* seeing he giveth 
life and breath to all things.” When we look 
around us upon what God has made, we be- 
hold a few faint glories. of his perfections 
shining forth in his works. The existence of 
the wide world is a sublime exhibition of Infi- 
nite power. ‘The heavenly bodies, that in order 
pursue their revolving course, from which no 
jar of discord can turn them aside, tell us that 
infinite wisdem marked ont their path amt 
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devised their harmonious plan. ‘The impar- 
tial beneficence of the Most High, is seen 
throughout all his works. It 

* Warms in the sun, refreshes in the breeze, 

Glows in the stars, and blossonis in the trees, 

Lives through all lie, extends through all extent, 

Spreads undivided, operates unspent.” 

In short, the heavens above, the earth be- 
neath, unite in declaring with one unanimous 
voice that the ** Lord is good to all, and his 
tender. mercies are over all his works.” His 
divine presence pervades and fills his bound- 
less empire. 

* Yo him, no high, no low, no great no small : 

Be filis, he bounds, connects, and equals ail.” 

He is ever regardful of the wants of his 
animal creation. ‘Ihe mexhaustible stores of 
his munificence, like the treasures of an un- 
failing ocean, are always open to supply their 
need. His waichtu! and parental care 1s ever 
é¢xiended over his offsprig man. We cannot 
wanuer where he is not, nur where he behoids 
us not with unehapyeabie affection. * How 
excellent is thy loving kindaess. O God! 
therefore the children of men put their trus: 
under the shadow of thy wings. hey shall 
be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy 
house ; and tiou shait make them drink of the 
river of thy pleasure ”’ 

In the Scriptures of divine truth the Lord 
Most High has revealed himself tous as all 
glorious in his characier, aya Being every 
way entitled to our highest praise, adoration 
and love. We can there read of his Almighty 
Power, of his Infinite W isdom—his boundless 
and unchangeable love ; and contemplate him 
as our Father in heaven,—the friend and be- 
nefactor of the human raee. the least of his 
creaturesare objects‘of his regard: 

“He sees with equal eye, as God of all, 
A bero perish, or a sparrow tall.” 

We can learn his impartial benevolence, 
loving kindness, and tender mercy, from the 
instructions of Ci:rist, who is said to be the 
brightness of the Father’s glury, and the ex- 
press image of his person. He told his disci- 
ples that to become imitators of God as dear 
children,—to be mercitul as their Father in 
heaven was merciful; they must love their 
enemies; biess then who cursed them, ind 
pray for those who despitefully used and per- 
secuted them: that they must be kind to the 
evil and to the unthankful. Here we learn 
that no partiality nor malevolence dwelis with 
the God of heaven: but he who created the 
round world and they which dwell therein, 
loves his enemies ; that his goodness extends 
to all. As an evidence of this. we are com 
manded t# behold the sun rising and shedding 
its rays indiscriminately upon all, and to wit- 
ness the showers of rain descending upon the 
just and on the unjust. Is this the character | 


of the God of heaven? How werthy ef ous | 
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supreme affection. No “ terroursclothe his 
brow, no thunderbolts of wrath to drive our 
souls to fiercer flames below.” All is love-- 
impartial love, and goodness all! divine. 
Having noticed the character of the érve 
and living God; and discovered that he is 
incomparably glorious, and altogether lovely 
in all his perfections: we pass secondly to 
consider the character of his prophets or 
teachers, and notice their doctrine. 
‘hose who go forth as teachers of the Most 
Hizh, to declare the Gospel! of God’s Salva- 
tion, if commissioned from heaven, will imi- 
tate the conduct and example of him who 
firs! proclaimed its joyful tidings on the earths 
hey never will manifest by their conduct a 
disposition which says, ‘stand by, for I am 
hoher than thou,” or represent themselves as 
inberiting some better favours from heaven 
then others; but they will be clothed with 
meekness and humility. They will endeavour 
to alleviate the sorrows of the afflicted, to dry 
up the tears of the mourner, and convey a 
balm of consolation to the wounded heart. 
They will deal jusdy, love mercy, and walk 
humbly before God. Being possessed of that 
philanthropick disposition so strikingly exhi- 
bited in the conduc: of our exalted Saviour; 
they will strive to promote the true happiness 
and spiritual welfare of a!] mankind, and study 
by a well ordered lite and Godly conversation, 
to adorn the glorious doctrine ef ther Re- 
deemer in all things Realizing “that he 
who putteth a piece of new cloth upon an old 
garment thereby makes the rent worse,” as 
ministers of the gospel of reconciliation, they 
never will mingle its peaceful and heavenly 
tidings with the fiery threatenings and thun- 
ders of Mount Sinai. As the gospel is a scheme 
of divine and impartial grace, unfolding the 
unchangeable love of heaven ¢ man, and re- 
vealing the eternal purposes and designs of 
Jehovah relative to his final destiny ; hence, 
as bearers of its cheering messages, they have 
no other tidings to proclaim. Having received 
nothing from their heavenly Father but his 
loving kindness and tender mercy, they have 
nothing else to communicate to others. Know- 
ing that it is the ‘* goodness of God that lead- 
eth men to repentance ;” they will tell them 
the story of man’s fall, and the glorious news 
of his redemption’ of that unchangeable love 
that was not withdrawn from him when he had 
become estranged from God, and had disobey- 
ed the injunction of his Maker. They will 
inform them that Christ has come, and tasted 
death for every man,—died, and rose again, 
as an evidence that we, in due time, shall rise 
also, and be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God: that he has brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel, as the 
treasure which heaven has in store for all the 
alienated and now wandering children of 
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men. They will remind them of the decla- 
ration of all God’s holy prophets who, St. Pe- 
ter declares, have testified of the restitution 
of all things since the world began. This will 
carry their minds forward to that period, when 
ali the designs of God shall be brought to a 
noble and grand completion; when an end 
shall be made of sin; when Ciod shall be all 
in all; when the last wanderer shall return 
an humble penitent to his heavenly Father’s 
house ; when tears shal] be wiped from off all 
faces, and the whoie creation unite like ne 
happy family in singing the song of heaven. 
They will also, if they do their duty, impress 
upon their hearers the importance of, and the 
benefits resudting from, keeping the command- 
ments of God, by pointing out to them the 
evil consequences of pursuing a course in vice, 
and the glory and happiness arising front pur- 
suing the path of virtue; thereby inducing 
them to refuse the evil, and choose the good. 
They will ever strive to lead the wayward 
children of men to the fountain of true joy by 
marking out the road that leads to heaven.— 
In short, they will always, as they carry along 
the glad tidings of salvation, communicate 
that instruction and those soul-cheering truths 
which are calculated to promote the true glory 


and felicity of man ; ‘‘ as becometh good mi- | 


nisters of Jesus Christ nourished up in the 
words of faith and sound doctrine.” When 
mankind are thus brought to behold the cha- 
racter of the Most High, and become acquaint- 
ed with the sublime truths of the gospel, love 
and gratitude to God will spring up in every 
heart. They will nolonger imagine Deity as 
clothed with vengeance and offended with the 
works of his hands; but they will know that 
the glory of God consists in the happiness, 
and not the misery of his creatures. Man- 
kind will no longer represent God, 

“ As predestinating some to heaven without pretence, 

And some to hell for no offenee, 

Inflicting endless pains, for transient crimes, 

And favouring sects, or nations, men or times.” 


But they will see and realize that Jehovah’s | 


kind providence, and tender mercy is extend- 
ed over all ; that all mankind are brethren, 


belonging to the same family, of which Christ | 


is the head ; who will guide them through this 
unfriendly world, and finally bring them to a 
home of eternal life and immortal glory, in 
that world where change and decay will never 
come. Beholding ten thousand evidences of 
_ God’simpartial love in the heaven's above, and 


the earth beneath, they will banish all those | 
creeds and systems of faith which eventually | 


limit his mercy to a part of mankind to the 
shades of eternal night; realizing that man’s 


final destiny ‘is to glorify God and enjoy him | 


forever.” Then there will be but one people, 
the people of God. All partition walls will 


be drawn by the cords of brotherly love to 
unite in the bonds of union. No jarring dis- 
cords, nor clashing interests will exist. And 
tne angel of Peace clothed with divine benig- 
nity will descend and take up her abode among 
the children of men. 

(‘ro BE CONTINUED.) 
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4¢ EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH.” 





“ALBANY CHRISTIAN REGISTER”---AGAIN, 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 325. 

Having theeugh the politeness of the editor of the 

“* Albany Christian Register,” received an extra copy 

of that paper, (for which he will-please accept our 

warmest thanks.) we are enabled to conclude our 


reply. The next paragraph in order, is the follow- 
ing: 
“We are aware that universalists pay 


very little regard to the means used in any 
branch of their doctrine: and hence we see 
them ridiculing tract societies, sabbath schools, 
and the other ordinances calculated to make 
the rising generation fear God, dnd beseme 
useful and wholesome members of society.— 
| They will of course deny the truth of this 
| assertion, when based on broad grounds ; but 
whoever is acquainted in the least with the 
| sinful propensities of our natures, from the 
| cradle to the grave,and the consequent effect of 
their indulgence or restraint, must know, that 
teach a child in the way he should not go and 
when it is old it wil! not depart from it.- The 
wharves of our city present a most lamer'able 
' evidence of the truth of this positi.a. Go to 
' the hundreds of squallid and bicated objects 
who are staggering under their filth and dirt, 
and ask them if they were brought up in the 
; nurture and admonition of the Lord -- whether 
they were Sunday school sch olars—whether 
they were taught to read or ridicule tracts: or 
whether their parents have instructed them in 
the theoretical or practical rudiments of uni- 
versalism, and we will leave it to the Advo- 
| cate to contrast and record the difference be- 
; tween the ** Liberal’ and the “ Limiterian” 
| system” 








The first sentence in the above paragraph we are 
unable to comprehend. If however, it was the in- 
tention of the writer to accuse us of neglect in the 
use of means to inculcate our doctrine, we will assure 
him, that his brethren generally do not censure us 
very often on that account; and we will endea- 
vour to be more industrious in future! We plead 
guilty to the charge of hostility to tract societies, sab- 
bath schools, &c. feeling assured. that they are only 
kept up by sectarians to afford them opportunities to 
instil into the tender minds of children, those absurd 
| tenets, by a propogation of which they gain a liveli- 

hood. Those institutions (we never heard them call- 


| 


be broken down. Bigotry will not lift her head | ed ordinances before) are resorted to, with a view of 


to curse the world any more. Mankind will | 


sustaining what reason and revelation condemn. For 
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this reason we oppose them. They are designed to 
“make the rising generation fear”—the deri/—more 
than God ; and ought to be exposed to contempt ! 

The Rezister speaks of “the sinful propensiiies of 
our natures ;” but where is the proof that tue propen- 
sities of nature are sinful? We admit that sinful pro- 
pensities exist; but affirm, that they are creatures of 
education. Let ministers refrain from dealing “ dam- 
mation round the world” and there will no lenger be 
found a propensity to profanity,—let them cease from 
preaching the delusive doctriue that we can escape the 
just punishment of our sins, and sin will no longer 
exist in all God’s holy mountain ! 

We are willing to ask the dissolute the cause of 
their sinfulness; and firmly believe there would be 
found a large majority of instances, in which erime 
originated in the doctrine of endless wo. Go to the 
** squallid and bloated objects” of whom Mr. Hoffinan 
speaks, and they will tell you, that they were brought 
up under the influence of orthodoxy! Go to our 
State Prisons, and inquire of the miserable beings 
there confined, what are their sentiments,—and not 
one who knows the dectrine of Universalism can be 
found among inem! «Indeed it is a notorious fact, that 
the cnildren of orthodox ministers and strenuous 
professors. are generally more liable to go astray than 
others! But how can it be said, that hundreds of 
those miserable beings are rendered thus wretched, 
in consequence of having been instructed in Univers 
salism; when it is well known that but a very small 
proportion of the inhabitants of this country have 
even known the sentiment,—much less believed it? 
We are surprized that any one should impute so much 
evil to a doctrine yet in its iniancy! By com paring 
the conduct of Universalists with that of Limitarians, 
we confess ourselves unable to discover any great 
superiority in the latter. But we Jesire to improve 
in virtue, rather than to boast of our own righteous- 
ness. We admit that Universalists are not as good as 
their doctrine requires them to be; while for the gra- 
tification of the Limitarians, we confess they are alto- 
gether better than their god, or their doctrine! But 
sve attend to what follows. 


‘* Let us suppose for an instant, the great fa- 
mily of man, with all their passions, to be- 
lieve the end of this life au introduction into 
one of eternal happiness; what would be the 
result ? would it do away or increase the ne- 
cessity of bolts and bars? would the * !aws 
of conscience” induce our wise editor to in- 
trust his property with a strange brotier, 
taking a draft on bis conscience for the faithful 


application of it? Any man, in the least | 


acquainted with poor degraded human nature, 
acknowledges the necessity of a belief in fu- 
ture punishments to be interwoven with our 
existence, to make man even a tolerable mem 

ber of society, setting aside the influence of 
that belief on his conduct as a christian.” 


We have no objection against supposing what would 
be the condition of the great family of map, were all 


believers in universal salvation; for that would be 
the case of every individual of Adam’ progeny 80 far 
as himself is concerned. A)l Limitarians entertain a 
hope for themselves, of salvation from future . punish- 
meat, The difference, therefore, between an Univer- 
salist and l.imitarien is suuply this—the former be. 
lieves in his own salvation and tha: of all mankind— 
the latter believes in his own salvation and that of a 
part of mankind. Now we leave it for Mr. Hoffman 
to decide, whether the former belief would increase 
the necessity of bojts and bars. Again :--The doctrine 
of endless punishment has long prevailed, and yet the 
fact stares us in the face, that crime increases under 
its influeuce! Nor willit be pretended that those 
who believe that abominable absurdity, are always 
restrained from evil? For, if the editor of the Re- 
gister will call to mind a few cases of infamous conduct 
on the part of clergymen of h:s own faith, in his own 
city, he will not presume to make the statement.— 
Neither the laws of conscience, nor the fear of that 
hell they preacbed to others, restrained them from 
the most dark and disgraceful crimes! We profess to 
know something of “ poor, degraded human nature,” 
but we confess ourself unuble to find any thing in 
future endless punishment which is caleulated to re- 
strain the passions or propensities of mankind, For 
the doctrine of endless hell torments, in all its ramifi- 
cations, contains enough to warrant the expectation of 
an escape from all the penalty of God’s holy law; 
while on the other hand, the doctrine of Universalism, 
teaches the solemn and restraining truth, that God 
* will by no means clear the guilty.” To suppose, 
therefore, that a belief in iuture punishments must be 
interwoven wilh our existence, to make man even a 
tolerable member of society, is an assumption neither 
authorized by experience, nor testified by scripture. 
Will Mr. Hoffman pretend that the fear of hell is a} 
thet makes him “a tolerable member of society ?” 
If so, we pity him, and commiserate the condition of 
his neighbours! Atall events, when we hear him 
virtual!y say, that thoze who do not helieve in heil 
torments hereafter, are not tolerable members of 
society, we conclude that the belief in such punish- 
ment, though it be interwoven with his existence, has 
not been productive of any too much charity! But 
we shall presently see that he refutes himself. 

** But what constitutes a universalist chris- 
tian? Thebare profession of the dogmas of 
| the church, without a particle of pretention to 
faith or good works. This fact is sufficiently 
evidenced in the dissolute and abandoned life 
of the bulk of its professors, and corroborated 
by the unhappy acknowledgements of the Ad- 
vocate last week. By this, we do not mean to 
be understood as saying that a universalist 
cannot be a wholesome citizen; for we are ac- 
quainted with many individuals, who doubt the 
existence of revealed truth altogether, whose 
walk in life is so unexceptionable otherwise, 
that we leave their religious speculations to be 
impugned by Him who at all times judgeth 
aright. But we mean to say, that the doctrine 
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advanced by the editor of the Advocate, is not 
only inconsistent with all the revealed perfec- 
tions of the Creator, but also subversive of the 
moral and good government of socicty.” 

It is truly surprising to witness the disposition of our 
opponents to take to themselves a!] that is holy and 
good, while they deny to Universalists the privilege of 
being considered either sincere in their professions, or 
honest in their faith. Who told the editor of the Re- 
gister that a ‘bare profession of the dogmas of the 
church without a particle of pretention of faith or good 
works constitute a“ Universalist Christian?” If our 
opponents will for once open their eyes, they will 
find to their confusion, that the reason why Univer- 
salists are denounced, is because they belicve too much 
—because they have too much faith! And, although 
we wish not to put-curselves on a level with Limjtari- 
ans, by boasting of our good works, yet we hesitate 
not to say, that, asa people, we jear not to compare 
moral characters with our opponents. 


But Mr. Hoffman thinks the statement made by 
him, “is sufficiently evidenced in the dissolute and 
abandoned life of the bulk of its professors!” Here, 
again, we find a specimen of Mr. H.'s charity. But, 
asa sufficient refutation of this ungenerous accusation, 
we refer him toour prisons! Nay, we venture to say, 
that there is less crime committed by Universalists, 
than by any other denomination of Christians in our 
country, having due regard to the numerical strength 
of the different parties. We advise our friend of the 
Register, to look at home, and see if professors of his 
own faith are not, asa body, subject to the common 
frailities of human nature—see if there are not many 
among them, who, were it not for their assumed 
sanctity, would be despised by the upright in heart 
for their want of charity, their disposition to injure 
and oppress, their hypocricy, their dissolute habits, 
aud as above stuted, their debauchery! The 
City of Albany alone has produced two instances 
within a few years, in which clergymen of the Limita- 
rian faith, have been convicted of the most black trans- 
actions! ‘To this might be added a third instance in 
which intemperance seized wpon its victim, and drag- 
ged him from the Desk and from the world! And 
yet, the Albany Christian Register accuses a deno- 
mination, of which the editor knows but little, of 
being dissolute and abanduned! We repeat, let them 
first cast the beam out of their own eye, and then 
they will see more clearly to pluck the mote out of 
their neighbour's eye. It is, however, to be inzeni- 
ously acknowledged, that there are many who eal 
themselves Universalists, whose lives are not conformed 
to the precepts of the heavenly doctrine they profess ; 
yet these cases are to be imputed to the former degra- 
dation of their minds, under the influence of the 
“fear that hath torment,” and not to any demorali- 

zing tendency of the doctrine of Universalism. But 
the orthodox, (as they call themselves,) have a happy 
faculty Of palming off upon us all those who have 
been rendered desperate in wickedness under the 
droppings of their own sanctuary! This unfair treat- 
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ment will yet result to their own disgrace ; for be it 
known unto them, (their assertions to the contrary 
notwithetandivg,) that we do hold to the necessity of 
good works, and encourage it in our preaching with 
as much faithfulness as our accusers. 

As relates to our * unhappy acknowlelgments,” we 
briefly observe, that the evil in the conduct of some of 
our brethrea at which we hinted, was a disposition to 
copy after the bad practices of our opponents; and 
that we honestly consider it an evil of the greatest 
magnitude, to have Universalists favourably disposed 
towards the “ orthodox” unholiness of the times. 

The asseriion that the doctrine we advauce is “in- 
consistent with all the revealed perfections of the 
Creator, and subversive of the morals and good go- 
vernment of society,” we pass with one remark. It 
is much easier for our opponents to make such asser- 
tions, than it is to prove the truth of their declarations. 
Let them attempt to sustain by scripture or argument 
what they advance, and we are ready to meet them. 

But, we would invite the reader to look at a state- 
ment in the foregoing paragraph of the Register, and 
compare it with one before quoted. Here we are told, 
that he does ‘not mean to be understood that a Uni- 
versalist cannot be a wholesome citizen”—but just 
before we find it declared as follows: “ Aay map in 
the least acquainted with poor degraded human na- 
ture, acknowledges the necessity of a belief in future 
punishments to be interwoven with our existence to 
make man even a tolerable member of society.” This 


| isa specimen of their consistency! They do not deny 


that Universalists may be wholesome citizens; and 
yet a belief in hell torments must be interwoven with 
our existence to make man even a tolerable member. 
of society! Mr. Hoffman! thou hest immortalized 
thyself! ! 
TO BE CONTINUED. 
a 





To our Patrons.—The fifth volume of the Advo- 
cate is drawing to a close, and we earnestly invite those 
who have not paid us, to forward their several dues, 
either through our agents or otherwise, without delay. 
The expenses of the establishment are great, and we 
find ourselves under the necessity of urging payment. 
Mr. Tuttle, one of the publishers, is now on a tour ta 
the West, and those who do not send by mail, we hope 


will be prepared to pay promptly, what remains due, 
tohim. Brethren, don’t forget us ! .. 
eens - 





New Parer.—We have received the three first 
numbers of a paper entitled “ Star in the West,” edited 
by J. Ridwell and D. D. Hall, published at Eaton, (O.) 
and designed to sustain liberal christianity and free in- 
quiry. We have not time to express fully our good 
opinion of the work—suffice it to say that its appear- 
ance and matter are a sufficient recommendation of the 
work—may God bless this star in the West and cause 
its effulgence to enlighten the minds of ten thousand. 
ee 

A lot of premium butter was lately sold in Provi- 
dence, R. 1. at the enormous price of one dollar and 








three cents a pound, 
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EXTRACT FROM A SCOTCH PREACHER’S 


SERMON. 


Twice had the sun gone down on the earth, 
and all as yet was quietat the sepalchre ; death 
held his sceptre over the Son of God ; still and 
silent the hours passed on; the guards stood 
by their posts, the rays of the midnight moon 
gleamed on their helmets and on their spear ; 
the enemies of Christ exulted in their success, 
the hearts of his frien is were sunk in despon- 
dency and sorrow ; the spirits of glory waited 
with anxious suspense to behold the event, and | 
wondered at the depth and the ways of God. | 
At length the morning star, arising in the east, | 
announced the approach of light; the third | 
day began to dawn on the world, when ona 
sudden the earth trembled to iis centre, and ; 
the powers of Heaven were shaken ; an angel | 
of God descended; the guards shrunk back 
from the terrour of his presence, and fell pros- 
trateon the ground I is countenance waslike 
lightning, and his raiment was as white as 
snow; he rolled away the stone from the door 
of the sepulchre, and sat onit. But who is he 
that cometh from the tomb, witi dyed gar- 
ments from the bed of death 1—He that is glo 
rious in his appearance, walking in the great 
ness of his strength! it isthy Prince oh Zion! | 
Christian, it is your Lord !—He hath trodden | 
the wine press alone ; he hath stained his rai- | 
ment with blood; but now as the first born | 
from the womb of nature, he meets the morning 
of his resurrection.—ILle arises, a conqueror 
trom the grave; he returns with blessings 
from the world of spirits; he brings salvation 
to the sons of men. Never did the returning 
sun usher in a day so glorious! It was the 
jubilee of the universe! The Father of mer- 
cies looked down from his throne in the Heav- 
ens with complacency ; he beheld his world 
restored—-he saw his work, that it was good 
‘Then did the desert rejoice, the face of nature 
was gladdened before him, when the blessings 
of the Eternal descended, as the dews of heav 
en, for the refreshing of the nations. 
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EDITOR. 


The “Gospel Advocate and Impartial Investigator” 
is too well known to the publick to require a devel- 


| Truth have met with the approbation of our friends 
and while it is acknowledged that a work of this kind 
is much needed, we trust that our faithfulness, and 
devoted endeavours to promote the cause we have 
espoused, will secure at least the continuance if not en 
increase of patronage. 

During the progress of the 5th Volume, we have 
received such and so many unqualified assurances of 
the approbation of the publick, that a discontinuance of 
the work would be an act of contempt to our generous 
patrons and friends. We have there fore resolved to 
enter upon the publication of the Sixth Volume with 
the determination to persevere in the cause with more 
entire devotedness; and while we enter upon the 
arduous task, we look to God and a generous publick 
for that encouragement to which our labours may en- 
title us, 

_ The sixth volume will be somewhat improved in 
its appearance, though not materially different from 
the fifth. Every weekly number will contain a pleas- 
ing variety of doctrinal, practical, historical, polemical, 
poetieal, and miscellaneous matter; to which will be 
added a brief summary of general intelligence, in small 
type. Our columns, as heretofore, will be open to the 
arguments of our opponents, and the well written essays 
of our friends. Religionand morality will be assidu- 
ously inculeated; virtue will be approbated and en- 
couraged; vice will be openly and fearlessly exposed ; 
honest opinions will be respected ; the rights of man 
will be protected; and the arts of hypocrisy will be 
duly castigated. Amongst other things, it will be our 
con stant endeavour tq promote unity and peace with- 
in the borders of our Zion, by concentrating the strength, 
and perpetuating the prosperity of the cause of impar- 


tiality. 
GONDITIONS. 
The Gospel Advocate and Impartial Investigator Vol. 


6, will be published by L. S. Everetrand G. Torrie, 
every Saturday, at Auburn, Cayuga County, N. Y. and 


| afforded to subscribers who receive them by mail at One 


Dollar and fifty cents, and to village subscribers who 
receive them at their doors two dollars—payable in 
advance. 

No, subscription will be received for less than one 
year, (which includes the whole volume,) and no paper 
will be discontinued until all arrearages are paid.— 
Those who have received the Fifth volume wall be 
considered as subscribers for the sixth unless notice of 
discontinuance is given before the first of January next; 
at which time the volume will commence. [t will be 
printed on good paper, Super Royal, 8 vo. and handsome 
type, each number to contain eight pages, making in 
all four hundred and sixteen, to which a handsome 
Title page and Index will be added at the end of the 
year. 

Those who have hitherto acted cas agents are 
requested to continue such during the year. Post 
Masters are respectfully requested to act as agents, and 
will confer a particular favour by sending remittances 
and procuring subscribers. 

Any person who will obtain six new subscribers and 
will forward the pay for the same, shall receive the 
seventh copy gratis. All Letters must be addressed to 
the * Editor of the Gospel Advocate, Auburn, Cayuge 
Co. N. Y.” and come free of postage in order to re- 
ceive attention. 

Auburn, Cayuga Co. N. Y. Oct. 1827. 











The GosPet ApvocarTs, and [mPpARTIAL INVESTI- 
GATOR, is published every Saturday, by L.S.Everetr 
and G. Tutte, at $1 50, if paid in advance; $2 00. 
if paid within six months, and $2 50, if not paid 
within the year. 





opement of its character or object. Judging from the 
liberal patronage it has received, we conclude our 


endeavours to spread the knowledge of unadulterated 


L. S$. EVERETT, EDITOR. 
Doubleday & Alien, Priners 














